MANAGEMENT PLAN IRISH HILL BERLIN, VERMONT
(Adopted 06/07/2021)

I PROPERTY BACKGROUND

Irish Hill is located in close proximity to and west of Berlin Pond in the Town of Berlin, Vermont.
The property, originally three parcels: the 406-acre former Malone lot on the ridgeline, the 110-
acre former Lawson lot, and the 48-acre former Dufrense lot, is located adjacent to conserved
land owned by the City of Montpelier and the Boyer State Forest. To the south, the property
abuts approximately 347 acres of land owned by the Town of Berlin and the Village of
Northfield. The property is used extensively for public recreation both on existing trails and
through dispersed, non-trail recreation.

Conservation organizations and the Town of Berlin identified Irish Hill as a priority for
conservation for protecting wildlife habitat and the watershed surrounding Berlin Pond, which
serves as the drinking water source for the City of Montpelier, and for creating recreational and
educational public uses. The property also provides spectacular views of the Worcester Range
and the surrounding area.

In the 1990’s, the Irish Hill Preservation Project, a consortium of partners including the Berlin
Conservation Commission, the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont River Conservancy, began
raising funds through grants and donations to purchase and conserve land on Irish Hill. In
December 2000, the owners of the 406-acre Malone parcel on Irish Hill conveyed their interest
in the property to the Vermont River Conservancy. The Vermont River Conservancy then
conveyed the conservation easement to the Vermont Land Trust and the conserved land to the
Town of Berlin. In April 2002, the owners of the 110-acre Lawson parcel signed a conservation
agreement with Vermont Land Trust and conveyed their interest in the property to the Town of
Berlin. In 2007, the owners of the 48-acre Dufresne parcel conveyed their interest in the
property to the Town of Berlin contingent on the Town conveying a conservation easement on
the property to Vermont Land Trust.

On May 19, 2008, the Town of Berlin and Vermont Land Trust signed a “Grant of Development
Rights, Conservation Restrictions, and Public Access Easement” (Easement) bringing the three
parcels under one legal agreement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement). The Easement
requires that the Town of Berlin develop a comprehensive management plan (Plan) governing
the use and management of Irish Hill as described in the Easement.

Il. PLAN OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this Plan is to promote the following objectives:
e implement the requirements of the “Grant of Development Rights, Conservation
Restrictions and Public Access Easement” (Appendix B: Easement Agreement)
e conserve forestry values, wildlife habitats, biological diversity, natural communities,
riparian buffers, aquatic habitats, wetlands, soil productivity, water quality and natural



flora and fauna, and the ecological processes that sustain these natural resources
values

e provide for recreational and educational uses of the Property in a manner that is
consistent with the resource and scenic values of the Property

A. RESTRICTED USES OF THE PROPERTY

To ensure the protection of the conservation values on Irish Hill, and pursuant to the terms of
the Easement, the following restrictions are placed on the use of the property:

1. General: The Property may be used for forestry, educational, non-commercial recreation,
natural area and open space purposes only. Unless specified in the Easement, no residential,
commercial, industrial, or mining activities are permitted. No buildings or structures may be
constructed or moved onto the property, including but not limited to telecommunication towers.
Structures such as gates or signs may be erected if specifically permitted by the Easement or
Management Plan and approved by the Berlin Conservation Commission.

2. Rights of Way and Easements: The Easement prohibits rights of way and access easements
including driveways, roads and utility lines unless specifically permitted in the Easement or
unless written permission for new easements is obtained from VLT. Existing rights of way and
easements are unaffected.

3. Signs: Signs are generally prohibited, except as described in section IV (H). Property
identification signs, boundary markers, directional signs, signs limiting access, information and
interpretive signs, and memorial plagues may be used with the permission of the Berlin
Conservation Commission.

4. Trash: The storage of trash, human waste or unsightly material on the property is prohibited
unless VLT approves such storage in advance. No permission is required for temporary trash
storage in receptacles.

5. Excavation: Filling, excavation, removal of topsoil, sand, gravel, rocks, or minerals, or any
change to topography is prohibited unless the change is necessary to carry out the uses
otherwise permitted by the Easement. Any excavation requires the approval of the Berlin
Conservation Commission. Surface mining of subsurface oil, gas, or minerals is prohibited.

6. Motor Vehicle Use: The operation of automobiles, trucks, and sport utility vehicles is not
permitted on the property except to carry out the Permitted Uses of the Property described in
section I, (B. Permitted Uses of the Property) of this Plan. The use of motorized vehicles to
maintain trails, assist handicap access, and for safety or emergency purposes is permitted. All
non-emergency, motorized use will require a special use permit issued by the Berlin
Conservation Commission unless it is permitted in section IlI-Recreation of this Plan.

Recreational motorized use of the property may be permitted only if it is consistent with the
Purposes of the Easement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement, section 1.A.1), is compatible



with and has less than a minimal impact on both non-motorized and non-mechanized
recreational uses, and is regulated in sections llI-Recreation and IV-Trail Plan of this plan.

Recreational motorized uses are not permitted on the Lawson, Dufrense and Malone parcels
except on the Darling Road Trail right of way or the Ridgeline Trail. Any motorized use of the
Ridgeline Trail must be regulated in sections llI-Recreation and IV-Trail Plan of this plan.

7. Watercourses: Natural watercourses, marshes, wetlands, or other water bodies on the
property may not be altered. No activities are permitted that would have a detrimental effect on
water purity or water flow of the property. Vegetative buffers, as determined by the Berlin
Conservation Commission, for all activities including forestry practices, shall be maintained
around all wetlands and water courses. A minimum buffer of 200 feet shall be maintained
around all vernal pools. The construction of ponds is permitted with the prior written approval of
Vermont Land Trust.

B. PERMITTED USES OF THE PROPERTY
The following are permitted activities on and uses of the Property:

1. Recreational Uses: The property may be used for non-motorized, non- commercial
recreational purposes as provided for in this Plan and the Easement.

2. Forest Management: The Town of Berlin may harvest timber and conduct maple sugaring
operations, and may construct and maintain a sugarhouse and logging roads. The Town of
Berlin must obtain written approval from VLT prior to constructing a sugarhouse. The harvesting
of timber must be in accordance with a Forest Management Plan which has been approved by
VLT. The Washington County forester has supplied the Town of Berlin with a Forest
Stewardship Plan (Appendix C: Forest Stewardship Plans).

3. Tralls: The construction and maintenance of trails is provided for in section 1V below.

4. Special Use Permits: The Town of Berlin may issue temporary special use permits or licenses
authorizing the commercial or non-commercial use of the property for recreational, forestry, or
research purposes. Such permits or licensees may not interfere with the public's access to the
property and must be consistent with the Easement.

5. Temporary structures: The Town of Berlin may construct, maintain, repair, and replace and
use permanent or temporary structures that have a rustic design, necessary to support the
public outdoor uses permitted by the Easement. The Easement requires that the management
plan designate the number, use, location, and construction of approved structures.



[ll. RECREATIONAL USES

The area including and surrounding Irish Hill has a long history of recreational use. The purpose
of this plan is to identify those uses that are consistent with the conservation objectives and
primary purposes of the Easement and to provide for the management of the recreational use of
Irish Hill in a manner that protects these conservation values. (Appendix B: Easement
Agreement)

Passive Pedestrian Recreation

Irish Hill shall be available to the general public for all types of non-commercial, non-motorized,
dispersed recreational and educational purposes as consistent with the purposes of the
Easement and this Plan. These purposes include bird-watching, cross-country skiing, hiking,
hunting, snowshoeing, walking, and wildlife observation.

Mountain Biking

Mountain biking is allowed only on the designated mountain bike trails displayed on the Berlin
Town Forest Recreation Map (Appendix A). Mountain biking is not permitted prior to May 15 or
after November 1. To minimize trail erosion, riding in muddy conditions is prohibited. The Berlin
Conservation Commission may suspend use of trails if trail conditions warrant, or if other
conditions such as nesting raptors occur and the purposes of the Easement cannot be
supported with continued use. Mountain bikers must ride in control and yield to pedestrians.
Pedestrian should move to the side of the trail when approached by a bike. Motorized bikes are
not permitted on the property.

Snowmobiling

Snowmobiling is allowed only on the designated snowmobile trails displayed on the official
VAST trail map, and only when VAST has opened the trails for snowmobile use
(vtvast.org/trails.html). Approved snowmobile trails must also be displayed on the Berlin Town
Forest Recreation Map (Appendix A). All state snowmobile laws will be enforced in the Berlin
Town Forests. (Appendix F: Vermont Showmobile Laws) Snowmobilers must ride in control and
yield to non-motorized users. Non-motorized users should move to the side of the trail when
approached by a snowmobile. The speed limit on the shared use Darling and Ridgeline Trails is
as posted to insure protection and enjoyment of all users.

Other

e ATV use shall not be permitted unless a Special Use Permit is authorized by the Berlin
Conservation Commission.

e Off season special use permits may be issued by the Berlin Conservation Commission
for disabled riders or for other reasonable uses such as research and must be consistent
with the purposes of the Conservation Easement.



e All camping is prohibited except by special use permit issued by the Berlin Conservation
Commission and based on the appropriateness of the site and use.

e All fires are prohibited except as authorized by a special use permit issued by the Berlin
Conservation Commission and the Town Fire Warden if necessary.

e All discharge of firearms is prohibited except for hunting of game in season.

IV TRAIL PLAN

The objective of the proposed trail system is to allow individuals to access the property in a
manner that avoids ecologically sensitive areas, minimizes erosion and maximizes the
aesthetically pleasing areas of the property for a variety of users. Trails will be designed for a
variety of uses. Trails shall be well marked, safe, and designed to provide access and
enjoyment while preserving the natural resources of the area.

Corridor Managers

The Town will develop a trail corridor manager program with various organized user groups.
Mountain bike and snowmobile corridor managers will be responsible for the establishment,
maintenance, and repair of trails; and the monitoring and enforcement of trail use rules.

All Corridor Managers will sign a written Corridor Management Agreement with the Town of
Berlin that will be reviewed and renewed annually by an agreed upon date specified in the
Corridor Management Agreement (Appendix D: Corridor Management Agreement). The
agreement will define responsibilities of each party. Corridor Managers shall monitor trail
condition and use, and will provide an annual report to the Berlin Conservation Commission that
describes the condition of the trails; planned maintenance, repair, or construction for the trails;
and any actions taken or required to control unauthorized or inappropriate use of the trails or
property. Use of the trails is a privilege that may be revoked if there is inappropriate or
unauthorized use resulting in damage to the property or non-compliance with the terms or
purposes of the Easement (Appendix B).

Corridor Managers shall be responsible for maintaining any multi-use trails that they are
authorized to use. Routine maintenance; such as cleaning of water bars, removal of fallen limbs,
or grooming of trails; may be conducted with no pre-approval. Non-routine repair, maintenance,
or improvement of existing trails must be pre-approved in writing by the Conservation
Commission.

Corridor managers may be authorized to construct new multi-use recreational trails after
Conservation Commission review and the amendment of this Management Plan. Trail
maintenance, design and construction shall be guided by agreed upon standards (Appendix E:
Trail Standards), follow the guidelines described in the following sections below, and be
consistent with the purposes of the conservation easement. Corridor Managers will be
responsible for knowing and following State of Vermont Statutes pertaining to permitting, water
guality, and mandated protection of wetlands and critical habitats. The Berlin Conservation
Commission can assist Corridor Managers in identifying and locating areas of concern on the



property. Trail use must be compatible with other uses in the forest, especially non-motorized
use.

Corridor Managers will work to educate their members and the public on appropriate trail usage.
They will develop strategies for shutting down unauthorized or inappropriate use and for
informing the public and their membership as to loss of privileges due to such use. The Berlin
Conservation Commission will oversee corridor management to assure compliance with the
plan.

The Town of Berlin has Corridor Management Agreements with the following organizations:
e Montpelier Area Mountain Bike Association (MAMBA): Mountain Biking
e Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) Barre Thunder Chickens and Northfield
Snowmobilers: Snowmobiling

A. General Trail Construction Principals
All participating parties agree to abide by the following principles in any trail construction:

e Trails will be maintained; and designed, located, and constructed according to
applicable, approved standards. A list of approved standards can be found in Appendix
E: Trail Standards.

e At a minimum, all trail construction and maintenance must meet the water quality
standards found in the Acceptable Management Practices for Maintaining Water Quality
on Logging Jobs in Vermont. (Appendix E: Trail Standards.)

e Trail design shall minimize the impact of all uses to prevent the degradation of the areas
through which trails pass;

Trails will be built to the minimum size required for the particular use or uses;
Trail work should be completed with as little disturbance to the natural environment as
possible;

e Trails should be designed to link with other authorized trails or roads in the Irish Hill area
such as the Darling Road trail;

Trails shall be inspected twice annually at a minimum;
Seasonal trips should be made to clear blow-downs, cut spring growth and to control
litter.

B. CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Trail construction and maintenance will rely on native materials and simple tools and techniques
to retain the simple, primitive character of any trails, while allowing for local discretion,
resourcefulness, and artistry. No trail relocations will take place without notification of and
written approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission. All relocations will provide a trail
environment equal or better than existing location and must be in compliance with the purposes



of the Easement. Criteria for making this determination will include impact on natural resources,
aesthetics and the recreational experience.

C. STREAM CROSSINGS AND BRIDGES

Trails shall be located to minimize stream crossings and areas susceptible to water problems.
Alternative crossing options should be considered before an artificial structure is added to the
forest. Bridges will be used, when necessary, to protect sensitive soils along a stream bank.
Approval for bridges will be managed by the Berlin Conservation Commission subject to the
Conservation Easement.

If inspections of the streams determine a problem with erosion or sedimentation, the source will
be determined and action will be taken meeting AMP standards to resolve the problem. If the
problem cannot be resolved immediately, the area will be closed off to all but dispersed,
pedestrian use until such time as the situation has been remediated.

D. TRAILHEADS AND PARKING

Parking is available east of the Darling Trail trailhead in the Brookfield Road parking area.
Parking for vehicles with trailers is not permitted at the trailhead due to limited space and the
requirement to assure minimal impact on the use of the Property for the principal purposes as
described in the Easement. The Town of Berlin may place signs at a trailhead which describe
the permitted and prohibited uses of the Property, the condition of trails, and any other
information pertinent to the use and management of the Property. Local volunteers, will monitor
trailheads for litter and illegal or improper parking.

E. TRAIL MONITORING

The use of Irish Hill for recreational purposes must be monitored to ensure that misuse does not
occur and shared use objectives are met. Corridor managers will be responsible for monitoring
their trails in season. They will develop a monitoring program protocol and will monitor trails.
This monitoring program may include the use of the trail counter and other methods to collect
actual trail use data.

F. UNAPPROVED TRAILS

Unapproved trails will be brushed in, signed, or otherwise effectively blocked using accepted
practices. Corridor Managers and the Berlin Conservation Commission will work to educate
users who are unaware of the Irish Hill policies.

G. PUBLIC INFORMATION, EDUCATION, AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS
The Berlin Conservation Commission will work with user groups and corridor managers to

educate their constituents in using trails without damaging natural resources or spoiling the
experience of others; appreciating the forest experience; understanding the areas cultural and



natural history; and having a safe and enjoyable visit to the Property. Education and information
efforts may include newsletters, meetings, listserv messages, brochures, maps and field
programs.

H. SIGNAGE

The Berlin Conservation Commission will work with local volunteers and organizations to create
signs for all approved recreational trails and, if necessary, for alerting users to the closure of
trails. Signs shall be used to designate trail locations, to describe authorized trail uses, to alert
users to safety measures and trail closures, and to promote the educational objectives of the
Easement. Signs may also be placed at lower elevation entrances to the property (i.e., on
Darling Road) to describe permitted and prohibited uses of the Property and to provide any
other information necessary to promote the conservation values of the Property.

I. INVASIVE PLANTS

Trails will be maintained in a manner that reduces the introduction and spread of invasive
plants.

V. WILDLIFE HABITAT

The condition and variety of wildlife habitat on the Irish Hill parcel was significantly altered by
previous heavy logging. Habitat on that portion of the property is now largely limited to nesting
areas for neo-tropical migratory birds, food resources (for deer and moose in the form of ample
hardwood regeneration and for bear and other mammals in the form of dense raspberry and
blackberry thickets and wetland forage areas), small, dispersed winter yards for deer, and
perches for raptors.

The former Lawson property has more varied vegetation and has a wider variety of habitat. The
combination of open and forested areas with adjacent water and an old apple orchard makes for
especially rich habitat for a variety of animals. The upper or middle portion of the property above
the Darling Trail fields has several important vernal pools and is an important whitetail bedding
area. This combination of habitat elements should be maintained or enhanced to protect the
value of the habitat, and all trails should avoid the area.

A large field adjacent to Darling Trail at the historic Stewart homestead is mowed every three
years in the fall, by the Conservation Commission, after bird nesting season has been
concluded to maintain an open area and diversity of habitat. Many apple trees around the field
will be maintained to provide a resource for wildlife.

Many invasive, including honeysuckle and buckthorn, are found along Darling Trail and the
Stewart fields. Our experience and warning from the County Forester is that whenever the
canopy is opened or land disturbed, these invasives begin to spread. Many of these invasives
have a detrimental effect on wildlife, especially migrating birds, as well as on valuable resources
such as wetlands. The Conservation Commission has historically removed invasives along



Darling Trail with the assistance of a consultant and will continue to work on efforts to control
the invasive spread on the property.

During the field work for the forest management plan on the Lawson property, a number of
vernal pools were evaluated. These pools are critical to the success of many amphibians and
must be protected from disturbance from recreational and timber harvesting activities. A 200-
foot no-cut buffer zone should be delineated around each vernal pool to ensure that there is
adequate shade to prevent the pools from drying out prematurely and to protect the habitat
required by vernal pool users year-round. Care should be taken up to 800 feet from important
pools, especially when timber harvesting to protect habitat. Care must be taken to lay out skid
trails in such a way as to not alter the natural flow of water into or out of the pools.

VI. NATURAL COMMUNITIES

Elizabeth Thompson and Eric Sorenson define natural communities in their book Wetland,
Woodland, Wildland: A Guide to the Natural Communities of Vermont in the following way:

“A natural community is an interacting assemblage of organisms, their physical environment,
and the natural processes that affect them.”

Using this definition as a basis, forest types, or the forest that is seen currently on the land,
could be described as:

“A forest type is an interacting assemblage of organisms, their physical environment, and the
natural processes and human activities that affect them.”

The Irish Hill parcel is dominated by the northern hardwood natural community. This is the most
common natural community in Vermont and has several variants, some of which are also
present on Irish Hill. Along the rest of the ridge there is a significant area of rich northern
hardwood forest. Understory plants such as Dutchman’s breeches, squirrel corn, maidenhair
fern, and hepatica are common in this natural community. The common tree species are sugar
maple and white ash, with common associates being basswood, butternut, yellow birch, beech,
and black cherry, among others. Trees in this community grow fast, tall, and straight due to the
enriched soil conditions.

Also present on this parcel and the former Lawson parcel is the Northern hardwood- Hemlock
natural community. The Lawson parcel has an area of open land that is recently abandoned
agricultural land. The natural community type for this area has not been determined, but the
forest type is primary successional hardwood. Another important natural community found on
the Larson property is the vernal pool (see above, Wildlife Habitat).

The Berlin Conservation Commission will work to locate and develop strategies to protect
natural communities and other important plant and wildlife habitat and important ecological
resources.



VIl. STRUCTURES

The Easement allows the town to construct, maintain, repair, replace, and use permanent or
temporary rustic structures. These structures may not have utilities and must be built in support
of public, outdoor, non-commercial recreational and educational uses that are allowed by the
Easement. At this time the Town has no plans to construct any such structures.

VIIl. FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

Forest Management Plans written by Washington County forester Russ Barrett included in this
plan is found in Appendix C: Forest Stewardship Plans.



IX. Signature Page
This Forest Management Plan will help guide the Town for Berlin in actively managing and
protecting their town forest. The signatures below indicate the approval and certification of this

Forest Management Plan by the following parties.

This management plan is adopted on , 2021.

TOWN OF BERLIN SELECTBOARD

By: Justin Lawrence, Selectboard Chair

By: Brad Towne, Selectboard Vice Chair

By: Florence Smith, Selectboard Member

By: John Quinn Ill, Selectboard Member

By: David Sawyer, Selectboard Member

VERMONT LAND TRUST

By: Name



APPENDIX A: MAPS



Map 1: Berlin Town Forest Location Map
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Map 2: Berlin Town Forest Parcel Map (Lawson, Dufresne, Malone, Kelly)
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Map 3: Irish Hill Trails
All trails are open to non-motorized, non-mechanical recreation.

Non-motorized bikes are permitted on the MAMBA Mountain Bike trails and Darling
Trail. Trails are open to bikes, May 15 to November 1. Please do not ride in wet
conditions. For more information, visit https://bikemamba.org/trails/ , “Irish Hill, Berlin”.

Snowmobiles are permitted on Darling Trail East and Ridgeline Trail, when the trails are
opened by VAST. For more information, visit https://vtvast.org/trails.html.

All trail users should be aware that some existing trails not designated on this map are
on private property and should only be used with permission.
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APPENDIX B: EASEMENT AGREEMENT



QUITCLAIM DEED AMD
CRAMT OF DEVELOPMEMT RIGHTS, COMSERVATION RESTRICTIONS ARD
PUBLEC ACCES EASEMENT

WHEREAS, TOWMN OF BERLIM i the curment cwner of certain lands and premises in the Town
of Berlin, Washington Caunty, Wermaont, consisting of approximately 525 acres “the Original Land®)
which is subject o a consenation easement and restrictions granted to the WERMONT LARD TRUST,
INEC. by the following instrumients:

1. Grant of Developmant Rights, Consarvation Restrictions and Public Acocsss Eassment an
40449 acres dated December 28, 2000; comweyed by Vermont River Consereancy, Inc, and
recorded in Book B ab page 76 of the Town of Berin Land Records “the VRC Grant™; and

2. Grant of Developrment Rights, Conservation Restrichons and Pubslic Aocsss Easement on 120
acres dated Apel 1, 2007; comeyed by Marcus L Lawsan and recorded in Book &9 at page
467 o the Town of Berlin Land Records (*the Lavesan Grant”; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Berlin has acquired from john L, Dufresens, i and Pamela P, Dulresne

on ar abeut the date of this Grant a parcel of land adjacent to the Original Land consisting of 48.1 acres
(“thie Acklitional Laned*y; and

WHEREAS, the parties héreto agree tha for simplicity and consistency of managerment the VR
Crant and Lawson Cirand {“the Original Crants") should be extinguished and re-sstablished wder a
single Grare o also include the Additional Land all in conformity with the purposes of the Original
Ciranis as stated therein and for the purposes hereinafter set forth; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto intend that this Grant of Development Rights, Conssrvation
Restrictions and Public Acoess Easement ("this Grant”) shall replace the Original Grants in their entirety,
anel in 5o doing, the Town of Berlin shall hold tide in and 1o the combined 573 acre Prowcted Propety,
as described in Schedule A attached hereta and incorporated herein, subject Lo this Grant: and

WHEREAS, the VERMONT LAMD TRUST, INC. is a publicly supporied non-gredit CORporatian
incomporzied under the liws of the State of Vermont, and qgualifed under Sections 507(c3) and 1700h) of
the Interriel Revenue Code, whoss pupese §s to preserve undeveloped and apen space: land in onder to
pratect the aesthetic, recreational, cultural, educational, scientific and natural resources of the state
through nonregularony means, thersiny reducing the burdens on state and local governments; and

WHEREAS, the economic health of Vermont is closely linked 1o its agriculbwral and farest lands,
which notanly produce food products, fusl, timber and other produces, but akso previde much of
Wermant's scenic beauty, upon swhich the state’s towrist and recregtion industries depend; and

WHEREAS, the Stake of Vermont has repeatsdly SOUERT [0 fGsler the conservabion of the sate's
agricultural, farest, and ather natural resources through planning, regulation, land wogquisition, and tax
incentive progeams, including, but not limited to, Tite 10V.5.A. Chapter 151 (Act 250) Title 24 V.54,
Chapter 117 Regional and Municipal Planning and Developrment Act: Title 10,64, Chaptar 155
WAcquisition of Reghts and Interests in Land; Title 32 V.54, Chapter 124 (Current Use Taafion); Title 32
WA, Chapter 231 Progery Tramsher Taxg: Tille 32 W 5 A, Chapter 235 {Lar Gains Tax): |oint
Resolution #43 adopted by the Vermant House and Senate in February 1982 endorsing the voluntary
transier of inferests in agrioulusal land through agreements between femaland landomners and privaie
Larnd trusts; and Title 10°V.5.A. Chagter 15 (Housing and Conservation Trest Fund); and

WHEREAS, the conservation of this property as forest, agricultural, and epen space land |z
consistent with ard in fusthesanoe of the town plan sdopted by the Town of Berln, the regional plan
adopted by the Central Vermaont Regional Planning Cammission, and the purposes st forth in Titke 10,
Vermnont Stalules Annatated, Section 6301,

NOMY, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutwal covenants and agreements hersinafter set
forth, and ather good and valuzble consideration, the reeipt and adequacy of which are hereby
acknawledged, the undersigned hereby extinguish the Original Grants in their entirety and replace tharm
with this Grant of Development Rights, Conservalion Resiriciions and Pullic Access Easement as frllows:

EROW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESEMTS that: (1) VERMONT LAND TRUST, INC. 2 nor-
profit eorporation arganized under the lwws of the State of Vermont with offices in Flontpelier,
Washingon County, Vermant, for fself and Its successors and assigng, in consideration of One Dollar
pasd tarits Tull satisfaction by the TOWMN OF BERLIN, a Vermont municipality located in Washingten
County, Vesmont, does fenebey remise, releas, and forever cuitelaim unto said Town of Berlin, ared its
sweressors and assigns forever, al right 2nd e which said Varmant Land Trust, Ine has inand 1o
certain land and premises. in the Town of Bealin, Washisgion County, Vesmont consisting of

VEFMONT LaND TIRIOST, 0. 6 BalLEY aVERNUE MORTEE IR VE QUG oo wm ges 8ty




Berlin Town Forest Conservation Restrciions
Fage 2

approsimately 525 acres and being referred 10 abows a5 the Oniginal Land By virue of the abose-
described Original Grants; and (2) the TOWMN OF BERLIN, a Wemmnant manicipality located in
Washington County, Wermont on behalf of itself and its heirs, successors and asigns (heseinafter
“Girantor), in consideration of Ten Dolkars and other valuable consideration paid to its full satisadion by
the VERMONT LAND TRUST, INC, does freely give, grant, sell, comvey and confinm unin the
WERMONT LAND TRUST, IMC., a Vermont non-prodit corporation wii it principal offices in
Moaipedier, Washingion County, Viermont, its successors and assigns (hareinafies “Grantes®) forevir, the
deve|opment rights, a perpetual conservation easement and restriclions and a public acoess easement an
573 acres fas more particularly set forth below) situated in the Town of Berdin, YWashington County,
Wermont thercinafter “the Protecied Propey™), said Protectad Propety being more paricularly described
im Schedule A attached heseto and inoomorated hemsin,

The divelapment rights heneby conveyved to Grantee shall include all development rights excapt
thase specifically resenved by Grantor heriin and these reasonakly required to carry out Bee parrmitted
usess of the Protected Property as herein described. The development rights, perpetual conservation
pasemnent restrictions, and public access easesnent hereby comveyed to Grantee consists of covenants on
the part of Grantor ip <o or refrain from doing, severally and collactively, the various acts se forth
belony, I is Berebry acknowledged that the developrment rights, perpetual consamation sasemment
resdrictions, and public access easemant shall constitube 2 serviiude wpon and shall run with the land_

I Purposes of this Grantand Managemeant Plan.

A Staternent of Purposes.
Grantor and Grankse acknowledess that the purposes of this grant an as follows:

1. As prirary purposes, to conserve forestry values, wildlife halitats, biolosical diversity,
matusal communities, riparian buffers, aquatic hakitas, wetlands, soil produdivity, water quality and
rative flora and fauna on the Frolected Property, and the ecological processes thag sustain these natural
iesOuice values as these values exist on the daie of this instrument and as they may evalva in the funire,
and non-rnatonized, noa-comimencial recrestional oppaortunities, open space values, seenic reaoures
associated with the Profected Property for peesent and future generiions.

3. These purposes will be advanced by conserving the Protected Property becanse it possesses
the fiollowing attributes:

(3 s biesan iddenifind by the Town of Barlin aad the City of Montpelier as a priority for
CONSErvVation:

b lias mastly within the watershed of Berlin Pond, the drinking water source for the Clty of
Maonlgelier and portions of the Teners of Berling

(&) abuts public land, inchuding land of the Boyes State Forest, Village of Morthfield, and Cily
ﬂf-:_-'i'!ﬂﬂl.}wﬁc:r.\'.'l'lm land includes naardy the entire undeveloped shoneline of Berdin
Pond;

iy includes 5400 feet of frontage on Legal Trail £ 4 {alo known as Darling Boad);

[e] irapversed by 3,400 feet of & perennial stream, known locally as Darling Brook, that flows
into Bearlin Podmd;

i includes a vanety of upland and wetland natural commiunities and the varied floa and
fawana that these natural communities suppor;

(g is used extensively for public recreation both on exigting el and through dispersed,
non-frail recreation; and

{h s wisible from |ntercats 59

Grantor and Grantee recognize the Purpases of this Grant and share the common goal of
conserving these values of the Prolected Property by the conveyanoe of consenation restricions, and
dewelopment rights, 1o prevent the use or development of the Protactad Fraperty for amy purpose or in
any manner which would conflict with the Purposss of this Grant. Grantes actepls such comservation
restrictions, development rights and public acosss easerent in orderto conserve these values for present
and futuee generations, The purposes set forth above in this Sedtion | are reereafter colbectivedy sefemad to
as the “Purpeses of this Grant®.

B. Management Plans.

- Grantor will, frorm time-to-time: develop eomprehensive Management Plans, including updates,
revigions and amendments, for the Protecisd Propery (hereinafier “Management Flans™, Th
Management Plans shall:
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1. Fravide for the use and management of the Pratected Property in a fashion which is
consisient with and acvances the Purposes of this Grant; and

2, Al 5 misirumm, e Managemant Plans shall identify acions niscessany 1 aocomplish the
fesllewsirgy and shall appropristely balance all the resource atributes of and human uses for the Prosected
Fropey:

&, identify and acdress the management needs of the recreational uses that
miay need special or mose intensive management focus;
b pocride for resningful receeational links 1o private and public lands;
details of sustainable forast management activiias, including a forest
mianagensnt plan to be approved By Grantioe;
d. prcvide a plan for sign and trail wse that has minimal impact on waker guality
and plant and wikllife habar;
R prcnviche for the sustamable use of wildlife resources;
f. prcvide for the identification and protection of natural communities, plant,
wildlife habitat and other ecolegically sersitive or important arsas; and
0. pronviede for the regulation of motorized and mechanized activiey provided tar it
is compatible with ather uses permitted by the Grant and has no more than
minimal adverse impact cn the Protected Property and s atributes.

o~

3. Otherwise be oansistent with this Grant,

Prior to the final adoption of each Managemant Plan, including updates, revisons and
amendments, Grantor shall: Gl secure speropriate pablic input from the Town of Berin and from the
general public, (b develop the Managemient Plans in 2 tierehy and redsponsive manner, and Ic) provide
Grantes with a copy of each such ranagement Plan as well & a copy of eadh final adogtad
Manapenent Plan,

In. Resiricted Uses of Protected Progarty.

1. The: Prodizcted Property shall be used for educational, foresiry, non-medorized, nan-
commurcial recreation, habitat conssrvation, natural area and open space purposes anly, exoept as
atherwise specifically permitied under this Cranl. Mo residential, commercial, industrial or mining
actrvities shall be permitted. Mo bwilding o sructures shall be constructed, created, erected or movad
anta the Protected Propety, including but not limited (o, felecommunication towers, exoent as
specifically permitied in both Seciion 11 below and the Management Plass.

2 Mo rights-obway, easernents of ingress or egress, diiveways, roads, or utility lines or
excements shall be construelisd, developad or maintalmed inte, on, over, under, or acnss the Proiecied
Property withaut the prior written permission of Granten, except as otherwise specifically permitted
urudes this Grant. Grantee may grant such perrnission if they ressonably detemine that any such
improverment is consistent with the Purposes of this Grans,

1 Thiere shall b no signs, billboards, o oubdoor advertising of any kind erecied or
displayed on the Protected Propaity; provided, however, that Grantor may erect and maintain rezsonabbe
sigrs including but nat limited 10 signs indicaling the nane of the Protected Propenty and (s ownership
by Grantor, boundary markers, diractional signg, mermarial plaques, informatianal and interprative signs,
and signs limiting access or Lss (subsject to the limitations of Section \, belaw), Gramtes iy srect and
maintain signs designating the: Protected Prope rty as land undar the pratection of Grantee, with the pricr
wiitten permassion of Grantor.

4. The placement, collection or storage of trash, human waste, orany other unsigily,
hasmniisl or offensive material on the Protected Propenty shall not be permitted exoept af sch locations, if
any, and in such a manner as shall be approved in advance in writing By Grantee and shall be consistent
with thee Granit and the Management Flans, The temporary starsge of frash generated on the Profecierd
Propedty in receptacles for periodic off=site dispasal, dhall be permitted without such prior writsn

5. These shall be na disturbencs of the serdace, including bat not limited to filling,
excavation, remival of topsail, sand, gravel, rodks or minerals, or thange of the tapogeanhy of the land in
any manner, except as may be reasonably necesany 1o carry out the uses permitied on the Protectad
Pm%mmls Grant. In no case shall surface mining of subsefios oil, gas, or other miperals be
perrnitied,
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6. Grardtor shall not give, grant, sell, convey, subdivide, convey in szparate pancels,
tramifer, mortgage, pledge, lease ar atherwise encurber the Pratected Property withaut the prior writken
approwal of Grantes which approval may be granted, denied or conditioned in the Grantee's sole
discregion.

7. Thera shall ba no operation of motor vehichas on the Protectad Property esxcapt for uses
specifically resesved In Secton H balow such s wilkdlife and forest management, rail grooming,
maintenance, handicap aoce s, and for safely or emergency purposes, Snovwmolbiling may be permitted
a the discretion of Gramtor.

i, There shall be no manipulation of natural watsrcoursas, marshes, wetlands or other
witer bodies, nor shall there be activites conducted en the Protected Praperty which would b
divirimental to water purity, or which could alter natural water level or flow, axcept as raasoaably
necessary o Camy ot the uses pemitted an the Protected Propemy under his GranL

9, Mo use shall be made of the Protected Prapemy, and no activity thereon shall be
permitted which, im tihe rezsonable oplmdon of Grastes, 5 not o is 0ol likely o be consistint with the
Purposas of this Grant, , Granior and Grantes acknowdedge that, in view of the perpetual nature of this
Grant, thay wre unable to foresee all pozential futare |amd usas, futise echaaloples, and future saolution
af ther land and other natural resources, and ather future socurences afestog the Purposes of this Grant,
Grantee, therefore, in ils sole discredion, may detsmming whether () proposed vses of proposed
irrpremements ot contemplated by os addressed in this Grant, or ib) alterations in existing uses or
struchures, are consistent with the Purpases of this Grant,

1. Parmitied Uses of the Protecied Froperty,

Motwithstanding the foregoing, Grantor shall have the right 1o make the following uses of the
Protected Propesty;

1. The right o use the: Frofectsd Property for all tpes of nos-mator zed, non-commereial
recreational purposes. including, but mat limited wm, hird-watching, boating, emsscountry kiing, fishing,
hiking, hunting, snowehoeing, swimming, trapping, walking and wildlife observation consistent with the
Purposes of this Garant.. Use of the Protected Property for motorized recreation (indeding, bot not
lirnited toy, sncssmobiling) and for non-motorized, mechanized recregation including, but not limited o,
rmountain biking) and by animals capable of iranspaning humans (induding, but not liited to, berses)
miay be permitted in the discretion of Grantor if such uses are regulated in the Mamagement Plars and are
oonsilEnl with the Purposes of this Grand,

2 T right to use the Protected Praperty to conduct all activities allowed by the
muanagement Plans, provided that sech activities are reasonably nessssary 1o carry out the Purpases
of this Grant and are consistent with the Purposes of this Grant, and provided further that such
activities are provided for in the Managemsnt Plans, such activities may inclede, but shall not be
limited to the managemant af vegetation and wildlife, and the use and managemeant of the
Protected Property for non-motonzed, non-commercial recreation. This Section 1112 shall not ke

cofstrued to authonize the construction of new struciures not othervwise specitically permmited by
this Grant.

ED The right to conduct maple sugaring operations, Funher, the right to hansest timber and
other forest products, together with the: right io construct and maintain oads necessary for such activitias,
installing all erosion controd devices and employing all applicable recommended practices describod in
the publication “Acoeplale Management Practices for Maintaining Water Quality on Logging kabs in
Warmanl,” 2 Vermont Departrant of Forests, Parks and Reereation publication dated Awaust 13, 1987
for such successar standard approved by Grantes) and in accordance with : forest management plan and
whichs forest manzagement plan shall be a compenent of the Masagizment Plans [see Section N1

4. The right to maintain, sepair, improve and replace existing recreational trails, logether
wwith thiz right tor clear, conatruct, repair, improve, malntain and replace new talls, provided that the
location, use and construction of such new trails are consistent with the Pugposes of this Grant, and are
pronviced far im the Managemant Plans,

5. The right 10 isswe emporary special use permits o licenses sthorizing the comimercial
or non-commercial use of the Protected Property for recreational, community entertainrent, educetional,
agricultural, forestry, or ressasch purposes, provided that any such permit ar leense () does nat
umteasanably interfere with the scoss of the general public 1o the Protscted Progety, fil is for wses
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consistent with the Purpases of this Grant, and (jii) authorizes only uses of or actions on the Prolected
Property consistent of this Crant.

£, The right {o canstruct, mainiain, repair, replace and vse permanent or temporary
stnuctures of 3 rustic design and without utilities reasonably necessary to support e pubslic ouidoeor
non-camimescial, recreational and educational uses permitted by this Grant (including swch
sirectures & warming huts, lean-tos, Adirondack shelters, kiosks and outdoaor fireplaces)y; provided
that the total numbes, lotion, use and construction of such structures is provided fior in the
Management Flan.

V.  Surface Water Bulfer Zones.

The fallowing restrictions shall apaly o the perennial siream depicied as “SWEZ™ an the Bedin
Towen Farest Conservation Plan, or any sucoessar rmaps approved by Grantse, depicting the Protected
Property, and shall supessede the forepasing Sections 1L and 1H:

There shall be no harvesting or other forest management activities conducted in thoss areas [ving
writhin 507 of each bank of the perennial sream depicted as “SWEZ* on the Berlin Town Fonast
Conservation Plan, Stream crossings, far the purpose of constructing roads for tansparting
machinery and harvested timber, ane exempt from this restriction, but the number and width of
such crassings shall be kept to & minimum and said crossings shall include the installation of all
erosion contro! devices and employ all recommended practices described in the AMPs.

W Fublic Acoess.

Crantor covenants and agraas that the Protected Progerty shall be availabde to the general
pisblic for all trpes of non-commercial, nonsmotonized dispersed recreational and educational
purposes (including, but not limited to, bird-watching, boating, cross-couniry skiing, fishing, hiking,
hunting, snowshoeing, swimming, trapping. walking and wildlife obsencation} consistent with the
Purpeses of this Grant. MNatwithstanding the forepaing, Grantor may linsdt of rastilot public aooess
to the Pratacted Property 1o assuse compliance with the requirerments of this Grant, to protect
natural habitats, or W protect the public health or safety (including, but not limited to, the dght to
permit, regulate or prohibit fishing, hunting and tapping), I Grantee approves a conveyance of the
Protected Praperty, then Grantee may also require that a separate Grant of Public Access Fasement
aleo be conveyed to Grantee in a form appraved by Grantee,

Wi Enforcement of the Restrictions.

Grantes shall make reasonakle efforts from time to time: to assure compliance by Grantor with
all of the covenants and restrictions herein. In conneciion wiih such efforts, Grantee may make
periodic inspection of all or any perion of the Protected Property and for such inspection and
enforcement purposes, Grantee shall have the rght of regsonable acoess 1o the Protecied Progerty. In
the: ewent that Grantee becomes gware of an event or droumstance of non-canmgpliance wiis the termes
and conditions hesein et forth, Grantee shall give notice to Granior ef such svent or circumetancs af
non-coenpliance by hand or by certified mail, reium rmeoript requested, and demand oosreiive action
by Grantor sufficient to abate such event or circumstance of noa-compliance and restare the Protected
Property to (s previous condition. In the event there has been an event or Groumstance of non-
compliance which i coreced trough negotation and voluntary compliance but which has caused
Girantee fo incur exiraordinary coss, including st time, in irestigating the non-cormpliance and
seouring its cormection, Grantor shall at Grantee's request reimburse Grantes all such costs incurred in
imvestigating the noncompliance and in sacuring its cormection.

Failure by Crantor o cause discontinuance, abaterent or such other comective action as may
bie dernanded by Grantee within a reasonakzle time after receipt of notice and ressonable opportunity
to take corrective action shall entitle Grantee to bring an action in a court of compesent jurnsdiction ta
enforce this Grant and to recover any damages arising from such norrcompliance. Such damages,
wien recovered, may be applied by Grantes to comective action en the Protected Property, if
necessary. |f the: coart determines that Grantar has failed to comply with this Grant, Granter hall
reimburse Grantee for any reasenable costs of enfarcenent, Including court costs and reasonable
attorneys' fees, in addition 1o any other payments ordesed by such court, In the event that Grantes
initiates lingation and the court determines that Granior has not failed to comply with this Grant and
that Grantes has initiated litigation without reasonable cause ar in bad faith, then Grantes shall
reimburse Grantar for any reasonable costs of defending such action, inchuding court costs and
reasonable atomeys' fees. The parties to s Grant spacifically ackaowledge that events and
sircumstances of non-comgliance constinte immediate and ireparable injury, lass and damage 1o the
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Protected Progedy and accosdingly entitle Grantes to such eguitable relief, including but not limited ©
injunctive relief and ex parte reliel, & the Court deems just,

The rermedies described herein are in addition to, and not in limitaticn of, any other remedies
awvailable o Grantee al law, in equity, of through administrative proceedings, Mo delay or omission by
Grantae in the exercise of any right or nemidy upon any breech of Grantor shall impair Crantee’s
rights O rermedies ar be construed as a waiver. hothing in this enforcement section shall be constued
as imposing a lability upon a prior awner of the Protected Property, when he event or circumstance of
fgn-coanpliance aocumed after said jpricr owner's ownership or control of the Protectsd Property has
terninaated,

VIl Miscellaneous Provisions.

1. Where Grantor s required, a6 3 mesult of this Grant, fo cbéain the prior written appeoval
of Grantee befare commmencing an activity oF act, and whare Grantee has dasignated in writing anothaer
organization oo entity which shall have the asthority v grant sech aoproval, the apgeoval of sakd
designes shall be deemed to be the approval of Grentee. Grantor shall mimburse Grantes or Grantees
designes for all extraomdinery costs, including staff time, incumed in eviesing the proposed action
requiring Grantes’s approval; but not to include thoss costs which are sxpeded and routing in scope,
Whean Granitee has autharized a proposed action requining approval under this Crant, Grantes shall,
sgxan mlqwﬂ, ke Cirantor with a witten certification in recordable feom memonalizing said
approval.

2 It is herebry agreed that the construction of any buaildings, structunes or improvesments, or
any Lse of the land othierwiss permitted under this Grant, shall be in accordance with all applicable
ardinances, statites and regulaticns of fhe: Town of Berin anc the State of Wermont,

3. Grantes shall transfer the development rights, public sooess sasement, and conservation
esement and restrictions conveyed by Grantor hirein only 1o a State agency, municipality, or qualified
organization, as defined in Chapter 34 or Chapger 155 Title 100V .5.A, in accoodance with the Lvws of the
S-Enes‘:f;"errmn‘tarrd the regulations established by the: Intemal Revenue Service goveming such
Lrart .

4. In tine: ewent the developenont rights or conservation restrictions comveyed 1o Grantee
hierein ane etinguished by erninent damain or ather legal proceedings, Grantee shall be entiled o any
pesceads which pertain to the extingulshment of Granbee’s rights and interests, Any proceeds from
etinguishment shall be allocated betwean Grantor and Grantes wsing a rafio hased upon ihe relagive
value of the development rights and consenvation restrictions, and the value of the fes intarest in the
Protecied Froperty, & delermined by a qualified appraisal perforned at the direction of either Grantor o
Cirantee in the year of this camveyvance. Grantes shall s any such proceeds to preserve urdeveloped
and open space Land in arder o protect the aesthetic, culiural, educational, scentific, and natural
resounoes of the siaite through non-regulatony means,

5 In any deed ar lease comeying an interest in all or part of the Protected Progerty,
Grantor shall make reference 10 the conservalion eassment, restrictions, and obdigations deserbed homin
anid shall Indicate that this easement and restrictions are binding wpon all successors in interest in the
Protected Progerty m perpetuity. Grantor shall also nolify Grantee of the namelsh and addressles] of
Girantor's successon(s) in injeraed,

6. Giranig shall ke entitled to rerecond this Grant, o fo eocrd a natice making reference to
the excistence of this Grant, in the Town of Berlin Land Records a8 may be necessany o satisfy the
rsquirements of tha Beocrd Madketable Titks Adt, 2TV 54, Onapter 5, Subchagier 7, including 27 W.5.A.
55603 and 805,

R The tefm “Crantor” shall inclede the succsssors and assigns of the oniginal Grantor,
the Town of Berlin, The term *Grantes” shall include the successors and assigns of the original
Grantee, Vermont Land Trust, Inc,

4, Ay signs erected on the Protected Property which mention funding sources shall
inclie B Verment Land Trust, Ine.

TO HAVE ANDY TO HOLD (1) all rght and title in and b said quitclaimed premises, with the
appurtenances themof, to said TOWM OF BERLIN, and its successors and assigns, 1o/its own we and

behoof fosever; and furthermore the said VERMONT LAMD TRUST, INC., for itsalf and its successors and
assigns, does covenant with the said TOWMN OF BERLIN, its successors and assigns, that from and adter
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the ensealing of thess presents, thie said VERMONT LAMD TRUST, INC. will have and claim no right in
or to the said quitclaimed premises moept as hergin granied and conveyed; and (2] said granted
cesselogment rights, conservation easement and restrictions and publec access easerment, with all the
privileges and appurienances thereod, to the said Grantes, VERMONT LAND TRUST, IMC., its sicoessors
and assigns, to its owwn wse and behool forever, and the said Crantor, TOWN OF BERLIM, for itself, and
its heirs, successors, and assigns, does covenant with the said Grantes, its successors and assigns, that
until the ensealing of these presents, it is the sale owner of the premises and has good right and titla to
ooy the same in the manner aforesaid, that the pramises are free from every enosmbrance, except
theorsi of recard, el it hereby engages 1o warrant and defend the same against all lawful daims
whatever,

Ik WITHESS WHEREDF, we set our hands and sealsmi;i‘f&arcfﬁ‘ay. 2004,

Signed, sealed and delivered
In The Presence O GRAMNTOR

TOWK OF BERLIN
Wit Patricia fcDionald, Selectboard Chair

GRANTEE

WERKMORT LAMD TRLIFI}I."(

. By: a : I" ‘—/j"[/U
s Culy Authonized Agent

STATE OF WERMOMNT
WASHINCTOMN COUNTY, 55,

Al Mantpalier, this | gida‘:r—ufhlay, 2008, Patricia McDonald, Selecthoand Chair of e Towe
of Berlin, personally appeaned and she acknivaledged this instiument, by ber sealid and susonbed, to
b her free act and deed and tha free 2ot and deed af the Towwn of Bedin, before me.

Metary Fublic
by commission esgpines: Q21052011

STATE OF VERMONT
WASHINGTON COLUMTY, se

Al Montpelier, this 19% day of May, 2008, John H, Ros, duly authorized agent of the Vermant
Land Trust, Inc., pesonally appeared and he acknowledsed this instrument, by him sealed and
subscribed, to be his free act and deed and the free ac anddeed of Vermont Land Trust, Inc., before me.
i
: L rd
!ﬁnlaryPLl:ILc s
Ry cormimission expims: 02102011
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Being all ard the seme lands and premises comeyed o Crantor by the following desds, all
recoicled in the Town of Berdin Land Reconds:

1. Warranty Deed of bdarcus Lawson dated April 1, 2002 and recoeded in Book 89 Page 867

2. Warranty Deed of the Verrnonl River Conservancy, Ine, dated Decernber 29, 2000 and recorded
in Book 85, Pags 75.

3. Warranty D of Jahe L, Dufresne, Ir, and Parmsela P Dufresre of an o about even date
herewith and o be ecorded herewith,

Meanang and intending o mdode in this description of the Probected Property all of the land with the
buildings and improsements thsrean commanly known as Beslin Town Forest and generally described
as cartaining 573 acres, more or less, hing on both sides of Legal Trail £ 4 (aleo known 2s Darling
Fucad), in e Town of Berling, Vermont.

MOTICE: Unless otherwise expressly indicated, the descriptions in this Schedule & and in amy
subreguent Schedules are not based on a sunary or subdivision plat. The Crantor and Grantee have
s their best effons 1o depict the approximate boundaries of the Protected Property and any excluded
parcels, complexas or special treatment areas cn a plan entithed “verment Land Trust = Berlin Town
Forest, Town of Bedin, Washington Co., VT, May 2008” signed by the Grantor and VLT ireferred 1o
throwghout this Grant znd its Schedulas a5 “Badin Town Fomesl Consanvation Plan™l. The Barlin Town
Foeest Conservation Plas is based Upon Wesmont Base Map deygtal ofthophobes and cther infarmation
available o VLT at the time of the Plan's preparation. Any metes and baunds descripteons. included in
thie Schisdules berein are approsimate only, They are computer generated and are mot the el of feld
measurements o extensive fitle ressarch. The Berlin Town Fares Consenvation Plan and any metes and
biounds descriphians herein are intended solely for the use of the Grantor and Grantee in establishing the
approximare locaton of the aears described and for administening and interpreting the tarms and
canditicns of this Grant, Mo monuments have been placed on the growund, The Berlin Town Forest
Corsarcation Plan i kepl by VLT in its Siewardship Office. The Berin Town Famsr Cargersation Plan is

not a survey and must not be used as a survey o for any conveyance or subdivision f the land depicied
thierenn.

Grranier and Grantee do not intend to imgly any limitaton on the aea of land included in this
description, should a sursey determmine that additional land i alsa encumbered by the Grant. H, inthe
future, the Crantor or Grantee shall propane 2 survey of tha Protected Progerty, of any portion theseaf, or
of any excluded lands, and that survey is accepeed by the othes party or confirmed by a court, the
descriptans i the sunvey shall contral.

Rizference may be made io ihe above described dead amd recoed, and to the deeds and records refsmed
o theraim, in further aid of this desoription.

TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE - BERLIN, VT
Regivad for Fessd
LT
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APPENDIX C: FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLANS

Forest Management Plan: Berlin Town Forest: Irish Hill Block. February 1997, Russ Barrett.
Kelly Parcel. Includes Butternut study.

Forest Stewardship Plan: Irish Hill Addition — Berlin Town Forest. April 2003. Russ Batrrett.
Malone Parcel.

Forest Stewardship Plan: Berlin Town Forest: Lawson Lot. May 14, 2003. Russ Barrett. Lawson
Parcel.



APPENDIX D: CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

A Corridor Management Agreement signed by the Corridor Manager and the Town of Berlin
shall be required annually prior to any seasonal use of trails or any non-routine maintenance
that requires Berlin Conservation Commission or Vermont Land Trust pre-approval. For
additional details, see section “IV TRAIL PLAN,” above.

A template that can be modified for specific Corridor Managers follows.



Corridor Management Agreement
Between
the Town of Berlin and

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this day of , 20___ by and between the
Town of Berlin and

WHEREAS: on 07/01/2021, the Town of Berlin created a Berlin Town Forest Management Plan
for the Berlin Town Forest which requires Corridor Managers to enter into Corridor

Management Agreements,
WHEREAS: is a non-profit organization responsible for
. (Name the organization and describe its
purpose.)
WHERAS: The Conservation Easement on the Berlin Town Forest allows if

managed in accordance with the restrictions in the Conservation Easement and in
accordance with the Town Forest Management Plan;

WHEREAS: The Town of Berlin and consider it mutually advantageous to
cooperate with the management and maintenance of trails on the Berlin
Town Forest.

NOW THEREFORE:
A. The TOWN OF BERLIN HEREBY AGREES TO:
1. Grant permission to , from (date) to (date) , to use and to

maintain in a safe condition the following trails in the Berlin Town Forests:
. Allowed seasonal routine

maintenance is defined as
(Insert a trail map.)

2. Work with and provide pertinent information to aid in maintaining and
encouraging appropriate use of the designated trails, provided that the Town shall not be
obligated to provide assistance beyond that allocated in its budget.

3. Notify when it is determined that trails are in need of repair or maintenance
that should be addressed, provided, however, that the Town shall not be obligated to
inspect the trails, and shall not be liable except for its own actions.

4. Notify when timber harvest, events, or other activities may necessitate
temporary closure of some trails.

5. The Town of Berlin shall from time to time amend the existing Management Plan. Said
plan shall provide for the recreational access, use and management of the Berlin Town

Forest. The Town of Berlin shall provide with a copy of these plans and
shall inform of any proposed changes to the Plan.
B. HEREBY AGREES TO:

1. Actin an independent capacity and not as officers or employees of the Town of Berlin.
shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Town of Berlin from all
claims, suits, or demands for payment for all members, affiliates, or agents of



and any other users of the trails. Further, shall annually provide
the Town of Berlin a Certificate of Insurance showing liability insurance coverage of at
least dollars ($x,xxx,xxx), and that such coverage shall name the Town
of Berlin as an additional insured.
Ensure that all of their activities are in compliance with the Conservation Easement.

shall hold the Town of Berlin harmless from any failure to comply with the

Conservation Easement, and take such action as shall be requested by the Easement
Holders to maintain or restore compliance, except to the extent that such noncompliance
was caused by the Town of Berlin. Nothing contained in this Corridor Management
Agreement shall create any liability on behalf of the Easement Holder to any third party
or create any right, claim or cause of action on behalf of any party other than the
obligations to each other set forth herein.
Submit an Annual Report to the Town of Berlin by (date) each year. The report will
describe the condition of the trails; planned maintenance, repair, or construction for the
trails; and any actions taken or required to control unauthorized or inappropriate use of
the trails or property.
Monitor and manage all use in the Berlin Town Forest to ensure a safe and
enjoyable experience for all winter visitors.

a. will maintain and sign the trail to ensure the safety of both

and other users.

b. Educate trail users about personal safety and sustainable usage.

C.

d.

Obtain written approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission prior to performing
any maintenance, except for the routine maintenance defined as

a. In particular, excavation, filling, grading, tree removal, reestablishment of
vegetation including seeding, and trail reroutes will require written pre-approval
and often ground-truthing prior to work.

b. Any use of motorized vehicles to assist in maintenance must have written pre-
approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission. Approval by email is
acceptable.

c. Conduct all maintenance and construction projects using the best available
management techniques and practices such as those described in Appendix E:
Trail Standards of Management Plan Irish Hill Berlin, Vermont.

d. Herbicides, pesticides, growth inhibitors, or other toxic chemicals are prohibited
on the property.

e. Trails will be maintained in a condition satisfactory to the Berlin Conservation
Commission or other designated agent of the Town of Berlin.

f.

g.
Adjust maintenance techniques based on natural conditions of each trail section.
a.

b.
Obtain and maintain, at its own expense, all permits or licenses required to maintain and
manage the trails and shall not violate the terms or conditions of any of

those permits, licenses or regulations.



8.

9.

10.

Acknowledges that any trail development on adjoining parcels of private forest land is at
the sole discretion of those property owners. Development and management of trails
located outside of the Berlin Town Forest is the sole responsibility of and is
conducted with permission of the landowners.

C.IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED THAT:

1.

Permission to perform work on the Town's Property under the terms of the agreement
and any authorization supplemental hereto does not in any way convey to ,
its members, officials, or persons volunteering work with in the performance
of said work, employee status or any other status that would extend to them the benefits
of Town employees.

Any improvements constructed under the terms of this Agreement on Town property will
be the property of the Town. Nothing contained herein or in the said Management Plan
shall grant any leasehold or other interest in the Berlin Town Forest
property.

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as obligating the Town of Berlin to expend
labor and funds in excess of allotments or appropriations authorized or available.

The Town of Berlin maintains the right to close the trails to use when any of
the following are true:
o Weather conditions make the trails unsuitable for use.

e Use of the trails is resulting in degradation of surface waters.
o Damage to the trails may occur due to heavy rain, mud, or other conditions.
e Use of the trails is resulting in unauthorized use on the remaining
property.
e Use of the trails has resulted in conditions that violate the Conservation
Easement or the Management Plan for the Berlin Town Forest.
e Any other reason, which in the sole discretion of the Town of Berlin would cause
public safety or environmental concerns sufficient enough to close the trails to
use.
e The does not abide by this Agreement.
This agreement does not grant exclusive rights and privileges to . The Town
of Berlin reserves the right to use or allow others to use any part of the trail system.
This agreement may be terminated at any time by any party by giving sixty days written
notice to the other parties or by mutual agreement.
This agreement is between the Town of Berlin and herein named, and is not
assignable or transferable unless mutually agreed upon by all parties. Nor shall
subcontract to any individual or organization to fulfill any of
management responsibilities without the advance written permission of the Town of
Berlin, which may be withheld at the sole discretion of the Town of Berlin.
This Agreement will be reviewed annually and renewed for one-year terms provided that
has fulfilled its duties as the Trail Corridor Manager in
accordance with this Agreement, the Vermont Land Trust Conservation Easement, and
the Management Plan for the Berlin Town Forest. The Corridor Management Agreement



may be renewed by mutual written consent of the Parties, sixty days prior to the
expiration date.

9. Termination of this Agreement shall not relieve of its duties hereunder,
including but not limited to Sections B.1 (Insurance), B.2 (VLT easement compliance)
and B.7 (permitting) above.

10. There shall be no manipulation of natural watercourses, wetlands, or other water bodies,
nor shall there be activities conducted on the property which would be detrimental to
water quality, or which could alter natural water level or flow, except as is minimally
necessary to carry out the uses permitted on these lands under this Agreement and the
Conservation Easement.

11.

12.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement.

Town of Berlin Representative Date
Witness Date
Authorized Corridor Manager Representative Date

Witness Date



APPENDIX E: TRAIL STANDARDS

Trail maintenance and construction in the Berlin Town Forest will be guided by the latest version
of the standards recommended by the Vermont Trail System program within the Vermont
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/partners-and-
resources/vermont-trail-system. Many trails in the Berlin Town Forest are multi-use and should
be built, maintained and managed for all users of a given trail, prioritizing non-motorized use as
required by the easement agreement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement).

Vermont Trail System Resources (references updated April 2021)

At a minimum, all trail construction and maintenance must meet the water quality
standards found in the Acceptable Management Practices for Maintaining Water
Quality on Logging Jobs in Vermont (publication available at
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest and Forestry/Forest Management/Library/FullD
ocument-7.29.pdf)

General and Multi-Use Trail Standards:

e Trail Planning, Design, and Development Guidelines, by Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, Parks and Trails Division, 2007.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/trails waterways/tgmanual/index.html

e Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook - 2007 Edition. FHWA.
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational trails/publications/fs publications/
07232806/index.cfm

e Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS.
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801 TrailFdmI+TMO Sec508 11-
14-16 _150dpi.pdf

e National Park Service, Guide to Sustainable Mountain Trails: Trail Assessment,
Planning, and Design Sketchbook, September 2007.
http://npshistory.com/publications/wilderness/trail-sketchbook-2007.pdf

Cross-Country Ski Trails:

e Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS. Pages 61-62.
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801 TrailFdmI+TMO_ Sec508 11-
14-16 150dpi.pdf

e The Federal Highway Administration’s Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook
- 2007 Edition
(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational trails/publications/fs publications/
07232806/index.cfm)
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e Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS. Pages 61-62.
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801 TrailFdmI+TMO Sec508 11-
14-16 150dpi.pdf

e Wetland Trail Design and Construction.
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational trails/publications/fs publications/
01232833/toc.cfm

Mountain Bike Trails:
e Trail Solutions: IMBA's Guide to Building Sweet Singletrack. 2004. IMBA

Snowmobile Trails:
e VAST Guide for the Development of Snowmobile Trails: pdf at
https://vtvast.org/Forms/2020/Trails%20Manual2019.pdf
e VAST uses International Snowmobile Trail Guidelines and Signage Standards:
http://www.snowmobilers.org/signal_guides/IASASignGuideline_july05.pdf

General

A long list of FHWA resources, guidance and manuals can be found at:
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational _trails/guidance/manuals.cfm
American Trails is the leading national clearinghouse for trail information and provides
additional professional resources:
http://www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/index.html

The Vermont Town Forest Trail Design Guide was developed as part of the Vermont Town
Forest Recreation Planning Toolkit, an initiative of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry
Program, to provide general guidance for designing and developing trails in town forests and
beyond. These guidelines are best practices for developing trails that are physically,
ecologically, and economically sustainable.
https://vicommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/pictures/Town Forest Toolkit/Implementation
Pod/trail_design _guide.pdf

The Vermont Town Forest Recreation Planning Natural Resource Guide is designed to assist
municipalities in making informed decisions about recreational activities by providing a range of
considerations in protecting, maintaining, and enhancing natural resources in town forests. The
guide offers general recommendations regarding compatible uses and activities in various
natural features, including seasonal considerations, buffers, and management considerations.
https://vicommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/pictures/tf_natural resource guide revised 9

23.pdf
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APPENDIX F: VERMONT SNOWMOBILE LAWS

The VAST website provides information about riding snowmobiles in Vermont. Click on the
“Ride in Vermont” tab. https://vtvast.org/

The Vermont Snowmobile Manual (2021) published by the Vermont Department of Motor
Vehicles https://dmv.vermont.gov/sites/dmv/files/documents/VN-035-Snowmobile Manual.pdf

State of Vermont Snowmobile Statutes
https://leqgislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/23/029
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[X. Signature Page
This Forest Management Plan will help guide the Town for Berlin in actively managing and
protecting their town forest. The signatures below indicate the approval and certification of this

Forest Management Plan by the following parties.

This management plan is adopted on _ 2| Jus™ 5001

TOWN OF BERLIN SELECTBOARD

DI MT ATEmD vheeNAd.

By: Justin Lawrence, Selectboard Chair

L G

By Brad Towne Selectboard Vice Chair

// LAl r2 8 % )Z 7/14//%

y Florence Smith, Selectboard Member

By: n Quinn I\PS/Iectboard Member

By: David Sawyer, Setectboard Member

VERMONT LAND TRUST




