
 

 

MANAGEMENT PLAN IRISH HILL BERLIN, VERMONT 

(Adopted 06/07/2021) 
 

 

I. PROPERTY BACKGROUND 

 

Irish Hill is located in close proximity to and west of Berlin Pond in the Town of Berlin, Vermont. 

The property, originally three parcels: the 406-acre former Malone lot on the ridgeline, the 110-

acre former Lawson lot, and the 48-acre former Dufrense lot, is located adjacent to conserved 

land owned by the City of Montpelier and the Boyer State Forest. To the south, the property 

abuts approximately 347 acres of land owned by the Town of Berlin and the Village of 

Northfield. The property is used extensively for public recreation both on existing trails and 

through dispersed, non-trail recreation.  

 

Conservation organizations and the Town of Berlin identified Irish Hill as a priority for 

conservation for protecting wildlife habitat and the watershed surrounding Berlin Pond, which 

serves as the drinking water source for the City of Montpelier, and for creating recreational and 

educational public uses. The property also provides spectacular views of the Worcester Range 

and the surrounding area. 

 

In the 1990’s, the Irish Hill Preservation Project, a consortium of partners including the Berlin 

Conservation Commission, the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont River Conservancy, began 

raising funds through grants and donations to purchase and conserve land on Irish Hill.  In 

December 2000, the owners of the 406-acre Malone parcel on Irish Hill conveyed their interest 

in the property to the Vermont River Conservancy. The Vermont River Conservancy then 

conveyed the conservation easement to the Vermont Land Trust and the conserved land to the 

Town of Berlin. In April 2002, the owners of the 110-acre Lawson parcel signed a conservation 

agreement with Vermont Land Trust and conveyed their interest in the property to the Town of 

Berlin.  In 2007, the owners of the 48-acre Dufresne parcel conveyed their interest in the 

property to the Town of Berlin contingent on the Town conveying a conservation easement on 

the property to Vermont Land Trust.  

 

On May 19, 2008, the Town of Berlin and Vermont Land Trust signed a “Grant of Development 

Rights, Conservation Restrictions, and Public Access Easement” (Easement) bringing the three 

parcels under one legal agreement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement).  The Easement 

requires that the Town of Berlin develop a comprehensive management plan (Plan) governing 

the use and management of Irish Hill as described in the Easement. 

 

II. PLAN OBJECTIVES 

 

The purpose of this Plan is to promote the following objectives:  

● implement the requirements of the “Grant of Development Rights, Conservation 

Restrictions and Public Access Easement” (Appendix B: Easement Agreement) 

● conserve forestry values, wildlife habitats, biological diversity, natural communities, 

riparian buffers, aquatic habitats, wetlands, soil productivity, water quality and natural 



 

 

flora and fauna, and the ecological processes that sustain these natural resources 

values 

● provide for recreational and educational uses of the Property in a manner that is 

consistent with the resource and scenic values of the Property 

 

A. RESTRICTED USES OF THE PROPERTY 

 

To ensure the protection of the conservation values on Irish Hill, and pursuant to the terms of 

the Easement, the following restrictions are placed on the use of the property: 

 

1. General: The Property may be used for forestry, educational, non-commercial recreation, 

natural area and open space purposes only. Unless specified in the Easement, no residential, 

commercial, industrial, or mining activities are permitted. No buildings or structures may be 

constructed or moved onto the property, including but not limited to telecommunication towers. 

Structures such as gates or signs may be erected if specifically permitted by the Easement or 

Management Plan and approved by the Berlin Conservation Commission. 

 

2. Rights of Way and Easements: The Easement prohibits rights of way and access easements 

including driveways, roads and utility lines unless specifically permitted in the Easement or 

unless written permission for new easements is obtained from VLT. Existing rights of way and 

easements are unaffected. 

 

3. Signs: Signs are generally prohibited, except as described in section IV (H).  Property 

identification signs, boundary markers, directional signs, signs limiting access, information and 

interpretive signs, and memorial plaques may be used with the permission of the Berlin 

Conservation Commission. 

 

4. Trash: The storage of trash, human waste or unsightly material on the property is prohibited 

unless VLT approves such storage in advance. No permission is required for temporary trash 

storage in receptacles. 

 

5. Excavation: Filling, excavation, removal of topsoil, sand, gravel, rocks, or minerals, or any 

change to topography is prohibited unless the change is necessary to carry out the uses 

otherwise permitted by the Easement. Any excavation requires the approval of the Berlin 

Conservation Commission. Surface mining of subsurface oil, gas, or minerals is prohibited. 

 

6. Motor Vehicle Use: The operation of automobiles, trucks, and sport utility vehicles is not 

permitted on the property except to carry out the Permitted Uses of the Property described in 

section II, (B. Permitted Uses of the Property) of this Plan.  The use of motorized vehicles to 

maintain trails, assist handicap access, and for safety or emergency purposes is permitted. All 

non-emergency, motorized use will require a special use permit issued by the Berlin 

Conservation Commission unless it is permitted in section III-Recreation of this Plan. 

 

Recreational motorized use of the property may be permitted only if it is consistent with the 

Purposes of the Easement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement, section 1.A.1), is compatible 



 

 

with and has less than a minimal impact on both non-motorized and non-mechanized 

recreational uses, and is regulated in sections III-Recreation and IV-Trail Plan of this plan. 

 

Recreational motorized uses are not permitted on the Lawson, Dufrense and Malone parcels 

except on the Darling Road Trail right of way or the Ridgeline Trail. Any motorized use of the 

Ridgeline Trail must be regulated in sections III-Recreation and IV-Trail Plan of this plan. 

 

7. Watercourses: Natural watercourses, marshes, wetlands, or other water bodies on the 

property may not be altered. No activities are permitted that would have a detrimental effect on 

water purity or water flow of the property.  Vegetative buffers, as determined by the Berlin 

Conservation Commission, for all activities including forestry practices, shall be maintained 

around all wetlands and water courses.  A minimum buffer of 200 feet shall be maintained 

around all vernal pools. The construction of ponds is permitted with the prior written approval of 

Vermont Land Trust. 

 

B.  PERMITTED USES OF THE PROPERTY 

 

The following are permitted activities on and uses of the Property: 

 

1. Recreational Uses: The property may be used for non-motorized, non- commercial 

recreational purposes as provided for in this Plan and the Easement. 

 

2. Forest Management: The Town of Berlin may harvest timber and conduct maple sugaring 

operations, and may construct and maintain a sugarhouse and logging roads. The Town of 

Berlin must obtain written approval from VLT prior to constructing a sugarhouse. The harvesting 

of timber must be in accordance with a Forest Management Plan which has been approved by 

VLT. The Washington County forester has supplied the Town of Berlin with a Forest 

Stewardship Plan (Appendix C: Forest Stewardship Plans). 

 

3. Trails: The construction and maintenance of trails is provided for in section IV below. 

 

4. Special Use Permits: The Town of Berlin may issue temporary special use permits or licenses 

authorizing the commercial or non-commercial use of the property for recreational, forestry, or 

research purposes. Such permits or licensees may not interfere with the public's access to the 

property and must be consistent with the Easement. 

 

5. Temporary structures: The Town of Berlin may construct, maintain, repair, and replace and 

use permanent or temporary structures that have a rustic design, necessary to support the 

public outdoor uses permitted by the Easement.  The Easement requires that the management 

plan designate the number, use, location, and construction of approved structures. 

 

  



 

 

III. RECREATIONAL USES 

 

The area including and surrounding Irish Hill has a long history of recreational use. The purpose 

of this plan is to identify those uses that are consistent with the conservation objectives and 

primary purposes of the Easement and to provide for the management of the recreational use of 

Irish Hill in a manner that protects these conservation values. (Appendix B: Easement 

Agreement) 

 

Passive Pedestrian Recreation 

 

Irish Hill shall be available to the general public for all types of non-commercial, non-motorized, 

dispersed recreational and educational purposes as consistent with the purposes of the 

Easement and this Plan.  These purposes include bird-watching, cross-country skiing, hiking, 

hunting, snowshoeing, walking, and wildlife observation. 

 

Mountain Biking 

 

Mountain biking is allowed only on the designated mountain bike trails displayed on the Berlin 

Town Forest Recreation Map (Appendix A). Mountain biking is not permitted prior to May 15 or 

after November 1. To minimize trail erosion, riding in muddy conditions is prohibited.  The Berlin 

Conservation Commission may suspend use of trails if trail conditions warrant, or if other 

conditions such as nesting raptors occur and the purposes of the Easement cannot be 

supported with continued use. Mountain bikers must ride in control and yield to pedestrians. 

Pedestrian should move to the side of the trail when approached by a bike. Motorized bikes are 

not permitted on the property. 

 

Snowmobiling 

 

Snowmobiling is allowed only on the designated snowmobile trails displayed on the official 

VAST trail map, and only when VAST has opened the trails for snowmobile use 

(vtvast.org/trails.html). Approved snowmobile trails must also be displayed on the Berlin Town 

Forest Recreation Map (Appendix A).  All state snowmobile laws will be enforced in the Berlin 

Town Forests. (Appendix F: Vermont Snowmobile Laws) Snowmobilers must ride in control and 

yield to non-motorized users. Non-motorized users should move to the side of the trail when 

approached by a snowmobile. The speed limit on the shared use Darling and Ridgeline Trails is 

as posted to insure protection and enjoyment of all users.   

 

Other 

 

● ATV use shall not be permitted unless a Special Use Permit is authorized by the Berlin 

Conservation Commission. 

● Off season special use permits may be issued by the Berlin Conservation Commission 

for disabled riders or for other reasonable uses such as research and must be consistent 

with the purposes of the Conservation Easement. 



 

 

● All camping is prohibited except by special use permit issued by the Berlin Conservation 

Commission and based on the appropriateness of the site and use. 

● All fires are prohibited except as authorized by a special use permit issued by the Berlin 

Conservation Commission and the Town Fire Warden if necessary. 

● All discharge of firearms is prohibited except for hunting of game in season. 

 

IV TRAIL PLAN 

 

The objective of the proposed trail system is to allow individuals to access the property in a 

manner that avoids ecologically sensitive areas, minimizes erosion and maximizes the 

aesthetically pleasing areas of the property for a variety of users. Trails will be designed for a 

variety of uses. Trails shall be well marked, safe, and designed to provide access and 

enjoyment while preserving the natural resources of the area. 

 

Corridor Managers 

 

The Town will develop a trail corridor manager program with various organized user groups. 

Mountain bike and snowmobile corridor managers will be responsible for the establishment, 

maintenance, and repair of trails; and the monitoring and enforcement of trail use rules.   

 

All Corridor Managers will sign a written Corridor Management Agreement with the Town of 

Berlin that will be reviewed and renewed annually by an agreed upon date specified in the 

Corridor Management Agreement (Appendix D: Corridor Management Agreement). The 

agreement will define responsibilities of each party. Corridor Managers shall monitor trail 

condition and use, and will provide an annual report to the Berlin Conservation Commission that 

describes the condition of the trails; planned maintenance, repair, or construction for the trails; 

and any actions taken or required to control unauthorized or inappropriate use of the trails or 

property. Use of the trails is a privilege that may be revoked if there is inappropriate or 

unauthorized use resulting in damage to the property or non-compliance with the terms or 

purposes of the Easement (Appendix B). 

 

Corridor Managers shall be responsible for maintaining any multi-use trails that they are 

authorized to use. Routine maintenance; such as cleaning of water bars, removal of fallen limbs, 

or grooming of trails; may be conducted with no pre-approval. Non-routine repair, maintenance, 

or improvement of existing trails must be pre-approved in writing by the Conservation 

Commission.   

 

Corridor managers may be authorized to construct new multi-use recreational trails after 

Conservation Commission review and the amendment of this Management Plan. Trail 

maintenance, design and construction shall be guided by agreed upon standards (Appendix E: 

Trail Standards), follow the guidelines described in the following sections below, and be 

consistent with the purposes of the conservation easement.  Corridor Managers will be 

responsible for knowing and following State of Vermont Statutes pertaining to permitting, water 

quality, and mandated protection of wetlands and critical habitats. The Berlin Conservation 

Commission can assist Corridor Managers in identifying and locating areas of concern on the 



 

 

property. Trail use must be compatible with other uses in the forest, especially non-motorized 

use. 

 

Corridor Managers will work to educate their members and the public on appropriate trail usage. 

They will develop strategies for shutting down unauthorized or inappropriate use and for 

informing the public and their membership as to loss of privileges due to such use. The Berlin 

Conservation Commission will oversee corridor management to assure compliance with the 

plan. 

 

 

The Town of Berlin has Corridor Management Agreements with the following organizations: 

● Montpelier Area Mountain Bike Association (MAMBA): Mountain Biking  

● Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) Barre Thunder Chickens and Northfield 

Snowmobilers: Snowmobiling  

 

 

A. General Trail Construction Principals 

 

All participating parties agree to abide by the following principles in any trail construction: 

 

● Trails will be maintained; and designed, located, and constructed according to 

applicable, approved standards. A list of approved standards can be found in Appendix 

E: Trail Standards.  

● At a minimum, all trail construction and maintenance must meet the water quality 

standards found in the Acceptable Management Practices for Maintaining Water Quality 

on Logging Jobs in Vermont.  (Appendix E: Trail Standards.)  

● Trail design shall minimize the impact of all uses to prevent the degradation of the areas 

through which trails pass; 

● Trails will be built to the minimum size required for the particular use or uses; 

● Trail work should be completed with as little disturbance to the natural environment as 

possible; 

● Trails should be designed to link with other authorized trails or roads in the Irish Hill area 

such as the Darling Road trail; 

● Trails shall be inspected twice annually at a minimum; 

● Seasonal trips should be made to clear blow-downs, cut spring growth and to control 

litter. 

 

B. CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 

 

Trail construction and maintenance will rely on native materials and simple tools and techniques 

to retain the simple, primitive character of any trails, while allowing for local discretion, 

resourcefulness, and artistry. No trail relocations will take place without notification of and 

written approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission. All relocations will provide a trail 

environment equal or better than existing location and must be in compliance with the purposes 



 

 

of the Easement. Criteria for making this determination will include impact on natural resources, 

aesthetics and the recreational experience. 

 

C. STREAM CROSSINGS AND BRIDGES 

 

Trails shall be located to minimize stream crossings and areas susceptible to water problems. 

Alternative crossing options should be considered before an artificial structure is added to the 

forest. Bridges will be used, when necessary, to protect sensitive soils along a stream bank. 

Approval for bridges will be managed by the Berlin Conservation Commission subject to the 

Conservation Easement. 

 

If inspections of the streams determine a problem with erosion or sedimentation, the source will 

be determined and action will be taken meeting AMP standards to resolve the problem. If the 

problem cannot be resolved immediately, the area will be closed off to all but dispersed, 

pedestrian use until such time as the situation has been remediated. 

 

D. TRAILHEADS AND PARKING 

 

Parking is available east of the Darling Trail trailhead in the Brookfield Road parking area. 

Parking for vehicles with trailers is not permitted at the trailhead due to limited space and the 

requirement to assure minimal impact on the use of the Property for the principal purposes as 

described in the Easement. The Town of Berlin may place signs at a trailhead which describe 

the permitted and prohibited uses of the Property, the condition of trails, and any other 

information pertinent to the use and management of the Property.  Local volunteers, will monitor 

trailheads for litter and illegal or improper parking.  

 

E. TRAIL MONITORING 

 

The use of Irish Hill for recreational purposes must be monitored to ensure that misuse does not 

occur and shared use objectives are met. Corridor managers will be responsible for monitoring 

their trails in season. They will develop a monitoring program protocol and will monitor trails. 

This monitoring program may include the use of the trail counter and other methods to collect 

actual trail use data. 

 

F. UNAPPROVED TRAILS 

 

Unapproved trails will be brushed in, signed, or otherwise effectively blocked using accepted 

practices.  Corridor Managers and the Berlin Conservation Commission will work to educate 

users who are unaware of the Irish Hill policies. 

 

G. PUBLIC INFORMATION, EDUCATION, AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

 

The Berlin Conservation Commission will work with user groups and corridor managers to 

educate their constituents in using trails without damaging natural resources or spoiling the 

experience of others; appreciating the forest experience; understanding the areas cultural and 



 

 

natural history; and having a safe and enjoyable visit to the Property. Education and information 

efforts may include newsletters, meetings, listserv messages, brochures, maps and field 

programs. 

 

H. SIGNAGE 

 

The Berlin Conservation Commission will work with local volunteers and organizations to create 

signs for all approved recreational trails and, if necessary, for alerting users to the closure of 

trails. Signs shall be used to designate trail locations, to describe authorized trail uses, to alert 

users to safety measures and trail closures, and to promote the educational objectives of the 

Easement. Signs may also be placed at lower elevation entrances to the property (i.e., on 

Darling Road) to describe permitted and prohibited uses of the Property and to provide any 

other information necessary to promote the conservation values of the Property.  

 

I. INVASIVE PLANTS 

 

Trails will be maintained in a manner that reduces the introduction and spread of invasive 

plants. 

 

V. WILDLIFE HABITAT 

 

The condition and variety of wildlife habitat on the Irish Hill parcel was significantly altered by 

previous heavy logging. Habitat on that portion of the property is now largely limited to nesting 

areas for neo-tropical migratory birds, food resources (for deer and moose in the form of ample 

hardwood regeneration and for bear and other mammals in the form of dense raspberry and 

blackberry thickets and wetland forage areas), small, dispersed winter yards for deer, and 

perches for raptors. 

 

The former Lawson property has more varied vegetation and has a wider variety of habitat. The 

combination of open and forested areas with adjacent water and an old apple orchard makes for 

especially rich habitat for a variety of animals. The upper or middle portion of the property above 

the Darling Trail fields has several important vernal pools and is an important whitetail bedding 

area.  This combination of habitat elements should be maintained or enhanced to protect the 

value of the habitat, and all trails should avoid the area. 

 

A large field adjacent to Darling Trail at the historic Stewart homestead is mowed every three 

years in the fall, by the Conservation Commission, after bird nesting season has been 

concluded to maintain an open area and diversity of habitat.  Many apple trees around the field 

will be maintained to provide a resource for wildlife. 

 

Many invasive, including honeysuckle and buckthorn, are found along Darling Trail and the 

Stewart fields.  Our experience and warning from the County Forester is that whenever the 

canopy is opened or land disturbed, these invasives begin to spread.  Many of these invasives 

have a detrimental effect on wildlife, especially migrating birds, as well as on valuable resources 

such as wetlands.  The Conservation Commission has historically removed invasives along 



 

 

Darling Trail with the assistance of a consultant and will continue to work on efforts to control 

the invasive spread on the property. 

 

During the field work for the forest management plan on the Lawson property, a number of 

vernal pools were evaluated. These pools are critical to the success of many amphibians and 

must be protected from disturbance from recreational and timber harvesting activities. A 200-

foot no-cut buffer zone should be delineated around each vernal pool to ensure that there is 

adequate shade to prevent the pools from drying out prematurely and to protect the habitat 

required by vernal pool users year-round. Care should be taken up to 800 feet from important 

pools, especially when timber harvesting to protect habitat. Care must be taken to lay out skid 

trails in such a way as to not alter the natural flow of water into or out of the pools. 

 

VI. NATURAL COMMUNITIES 

 

Elizabeth Thompson and Eric Sorenson define natural communities in their book Wetland, 

Woodland, Wildland: A Guide to the Natural Communities of Vermont in the following way: 

 

“A natural community is an interacting assemblage of organisms, their physical environment, 

and the natural processes that affect them.” 

 

Using this definition as a basis, forest types, or the forest that is seen currently on the land, 

could be described as: 

 

“A forest type is an interacting assemblage of organisms, their physical environment, and the 

natural processes and human activities that affect them.” 

 

The Irish Hill parcel is dominated by the northern hardwood natural community. This is the most 

common natural community in Vermont and has several variants, some of which are also 

present on Irish Hill. Along the rest of the ridge there is a significant area of rich northern 

hardwood forest. Understory plants such as Dutchman’s breeches, squirrel corn, maidenhair 

fern, and hepatica are common in this natural community. The common tree species are sugar 

maple and white ash, with common associates being basswood, butternut, yellow birch, beech, 

and black cherry, among others. Trees in this community grow fast, tall, and straight due to the 

enriched soil conditions. 

 

Also present on this parcel and the former Lawson parcel is the Northern hardwood- Hemlock 

natural community. The Lawson parcel has an area of open land that is recently abandoned 

agricultural land. The natural community type for this area has not been determined, but the 

forest type is primary successional hardwood. Another important natural community found on 

the Larson property is the vernal pool (see above, Wildlife Habitat). 

 

The Berlin Conservation Commission will work to locate and develop strategies to protect 

natural communities and other important plant and wildlife habitat and important ecological 

resources. 

 



 

 

VII. STRUCTURES 

 

The Easement allows the town to construct, maintain, repair, replace, and use permanent or 

temporary rustic structures. These structures may not have utilities and must be built in support 

of public, outdoor, non-commercial recreational and educational uses that are allowed by the 

Easement. At this time the Town has no plans to construct any such structures. 

 

VIII. FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Forest Management Plans written by Washington County forester Russ Barrett included in this 

plan is found in Appendix C: Forest Stewardship Plans. 

  



 

 

IX. Signature Page 

 

This Forest Management Plan will help guide the Town for Berlin in actively managing and 

protecting their town forest. The signatures below indicate the approval and certification of this 

Forest Management Plan by the following parties. 

 

This management plan is adopted on ______________, 2021. 

 

 

TOWN OF BERLIN SELECTBOARD 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: Justin Lawrence, Selectboard Chair 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: Brad Towne, Selectboard Vice Chair 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: Florence Smith, Selectboard Member 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: John Quinn III, Selectboard Member 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: David Sawyer, Selectboard Member 

 

 

 

 

 

VERMONT LAND TRUST 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

By: Name 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX A: MAPS 

  



 

 

Map 1: Berlin Town Forest Location Map 

 

 
  



 

 

 

Map 2: Berlin Town Forest Parcel Map (Lawson, Dufresne, Malone, Kelly) 

 

 
  



 

 

Map 3: Irish Hill Trails  

All trails are open to non-motorized, non-mechanical recreation. 

Non-motorized bikes are permitted on the MAMBA Mountain Bike trails and Darling 

Trail.  Trails are open to bikes, May 15 to November 1. Please do not ride in wet 

conditions. For more information, visit https://bikemamba.org/trails/ , “Irish Hill, Berlin”. 

Snowmobiles are permitted on Darling Trail East and Ridgeline Trail, when the trails are 

opened by VAST. For more information, visit https://vtvast.org/trails.html. 

All trail users should be aware that some existing trails not designated on this map are 

on private property and should only be used with permission.  

   

https://bikemamba.org/trails/
https://vtvast.org/trails.html


 

 

APPENDIX B: EASEMENT AGREEMENT 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

APPENDIX C: FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLANS 

 

Forest Management Plan: Berlin Town Forest: Irish Hill Block. February 1997, Russ Barrett. 

Kelly Parcel. Includes Butternut study. 

 

Forest Stewardship Plan: Irish Hill Addition – Berlin Town Forest. April 2003. Russ Barrett. 

Malone Parcel. 

 

Forest Stewardship Plan: Berlin Town Forest: Lawson Lot. May 14, 2003. Russ Barrett. Lawson 

Parcel. 

  



 

 

APPENDIX D: CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT  

 

A Corridor Management Agreement signed by the Corridor Manager and the Town of Berlin 

shall be required annually prior to any seasonal use of trails or any non-routine maintenance 

that requires Berlin Conservation Commission or Vermont Land Trust pre-approval. For 

additional details, see section “IV TRAIL PLAN,” above.  

 

A template that can be modified for specific Corridor Managers follows. 

  



 

 

Corridor Management Agreement 
Between 

 the Town of Berlin and ____________ 

 

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this _____ day of ______, 20__ by and between the 

Town of Berlin and _______________________. 

 

WHEREAS: on 07/01/2021, the Town of Berlin created a Berlin Town Forest Management Plan 

for the Berlin Town Forest which requires Corridor Managers to enter into Corridor 

Management Agreements, 

WHEREAS: _____________________ is a non-profit organization responsible for 

______________________________________. (Name the organization and describe its 

purpose.) 

WHERAS: The Conservation Easement on the Berlin Town Forest allows ______________ if 

managed in accordance with the restrictions in the Conservation Easement and in 

accordance with the Town Forest Management Plan; 

WHEREAS: The Town of Berlin and ________________ consider it mutually advantageous to 

cooperate with the management and maintenance of __________ trails on the Berlin 

Town Forest. 

 

NOW THEREFORE: 

A. The TOWN OF BERLIN HEREBY AGREES TO: 

1. Grant permission to ______, from (date)________ to (date)_______, to use and to 

maintain in a safe condition the following trails in the Berlin Town Forests: 

________________________________________. Allowed seasonal routine 

maintenance is defined as _____________________________.  

(Insert a trail map.) 

  

2. Work with and provide pertinent information to aid __________ in maintaining and 

encouraging appropriate use of the designated trails, provided that the Town shall not be 

obligated to provide assistance beyond that allocated in its budget. 

3. Notify __________ when it is determined that trails are in need of repair or maintenance 

that should be addressed, provided, however, that the Town shall not be obligated to 

inspect the trails, and shall not be liable except for its own actions. 

4. Notify __________when timber harvest, events, or other activities may necessitate 

temporary closure of some trails. 

5. The Town of Berlin shall from time to time amend the existing Management Plan. Said 

plan shall provide for the recreational access, use and management of the Berlin Town 

Forest. The Town of Berlin shall provide __________ with a copy of these plans and 

shall inform __________ of any proposed changes to the Plan.  

 

B. __________ HEREBY AGREES TO: 

1. Act in an independent capacity and not as officers or employees of the Town of Berlin. 

__________ shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Town of Berlin from all 

claims, suits, or demands for payment for all members, affiliates, or agents of 



 

 

_________ and any other users of the trails. Further, __________ shall annually provide 

the Town of Berlin a Certificate of Insurance showing liability insurance coverage of at 

least _____________dollars ($x,xxx,xxx), and that such coverage shall name the Town 

of Berlin as an additional insured.  

2. Ensure that all of their activities are in compliance with the Conservation Easement. 

__________ shall hold the Town of Berlin harmless from any failure to comply with the 

Conservation Easement, and take such action as shall be requested by the Easement 

Holders to maintain or restore compliance, except to the extent that such noncompliance 

was caused by the Town of Berlin. Nothing contained in this Corridor Management 

Agreement shall create any liability on behalf of the Easement Holder to any third party 

or create any right, claim or cause of action on behalf of any party other than the 

obligations to each other set forth herein. 

3. Submit an Annual Report to the Town of Berlin by (date) each year. The report will 

describe the condition of the trails; planned maintenance, repair, or construction for the 

trails; and any actions taken or required to control unauthorized or inappropriate use of 

the trails or property. 

4. Monitor and manage all __________ use in the Berlin Town Forest to ensure a safe and 

enjoyable experience for all winter visitors. 

a. __________ will maintain and sign the trail to ensure the safety of both 

__________ and other users.  

b. Educate trail users about personal safety and sustainable usage. 

c.   

d.  

5. Obtain written approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission prior to performing 

any maintenance, except for the routine maintenance defined as ____________.  

a. In particular, excavation, filling, grading, tree removal, reestablishment of 

vegetation including seeding, and trail reroutes will require written pre-approval 

and often ground-truthing prior to work.  

b. Any use of motorized vehicles to assist in maintenance must have written pre-

approval from the Berlin Conservation Commission. Approval by email is 

acceptable. 

c. Conduct all maintenance and construction projects using the best available 

management techniques and practices such as those described in Appendix E: 

Trail Standards of Management Plan Irish Hill Berlin, Vermont.   

d. Herbicides, pesticides, growth inhibitors, or other toxic chemicals are prohibited 

on the property. 

e. Trails will be maintained in a condition satisfactory to the Berlin Conservation 

Commission or other designated agent of the Town of Berlin. 

f.   

g.  

6. Adjust maintenance techniques based on natural conditions of each trail section. 

a.   

b.   

7. Obtain and maintain, at its own expense, all permits or licenses required to maintain and 

manage the _________ trails and shall not violate the terms or conditions of any of 

those permits, licenses or regulations. 



 

 

8. Acknowledges that any trail development on adjoining parcels of private forest land is at 

the sole discretion of those property owners. Development and management of trails 

located outside of the Berlin Town Forest is the sole responsibility of __________ and is 

conducted with permission of the landowners. 

9.    

10.   

 

C. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED THAT: 

1. Permission to perform work on the Town's Property under the terms of the agreement 

and any authorization supplemental hereto does not in any way convey to __________, 

its members, officials, or persons volunteering work with __________ in the performance 

of said work, employee status or any other status that would extend to them the benefits 

of Town employees. 

2. Any improvements constructed under the terms of this Agreement on Town property will 

be the property of the Town. Nothing contained herein or in the said Management Plan 

shall grant __________ any leasehold or other interest in the Berlin Town Forest 

property. 

3. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as obligating the Town of Berlin to expend 

labor and funds in excess of allotments or appropriations authorized or available. 

4. The Town of Berlin maintains the right to close the trails to __________ use when any of 

the following are true: 

• Weather conditions make the trails unsuitable for __________ use. 

• Use of the trails is resulting in degradation of surface waters. 

• Damage to the trails may occur due to heavy rain, mud, or other conditions. 

• Use of the trails is resulting in unauthorized __________ use on the remaining 

property. 

• Use of the trails has resulted in conditions that violate the Conservation 

Easement or the Management Plan for the Berlin Town Forest. 

• Any other reason, which in the sole discretion of the Town of Berlin would cause 

public safety or environmental concerns sufficient enough to close the trails to 

__________ use. 

• The __________ does not abide by this Agreement. 

5. This agreement does not grant exclusive rights and privileges to __________. The Town 

of Berlin reserves the right to use or allow others to use any part of the trail system. 

6. This agreement may be terminated at any time by any party by giving sixty days written 

notice to the other parties or by mutual agreement. 

7. This agreement is between the Town of Berlin and _________ herein named, and is not 

assignable or transferable unless mutually agreed upon by all parties. Nor shall 

__________ subcontract to any individual or organization to fulfill any of __________ 

management responsibilities without the advance written permission of the Town of 

Berlin, which may be withheld at the sole discretion of the Town of Berlin. 

8. This Agreement will be reviewed annually and renewed for one-year terms provided that 

__________ has fulfilled its duties as the __________ Trail Corridor Manager in 

accordance with this Agreement, the Vermont Land Trust Conservation Easement, and 

the Management Plan for the Berlin Town Forest. The Corridor Management Agreement 



 

 

may be renewed by mutual written consent of the Parties, sixty days prior to the 

expiration date. 

9. Termination of this Agreement shall not relieve __________ of its duties hereunder, 

including but not limited to Sections B.1 (Insurance), B.2 (VLT easement compliance) 

and B.7 (permitting) above. 

10. There shall be no manipulation of natural watercourses, wetlands, or other water bodies, 

nor shall there be activities conducted on the property which would be detrimental to 

water quality, or which could alter natural water level or flow, except as is minimally 

necessary to carry out the uses permitted on these lands under this Agreement and the 

Conservation Easement. 

11.    

12.    

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________  __________________ 

Town of Berlin Representative    Date 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________ 

Witness       Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________ 

Authorized Corridor Manager Representative  Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 ___________________________________  ___________________ 

Witness       Date 

 

 

  



 

 

 

APPENDIX E: TRAIL STANDARDS 

 

 

Trail maintenance and construction in the Berlin Town Forest will be guided by the latest version 

of the standards recommended by the Vermont Trail System program within the Vermont 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/partners-and-

resources/vermont-trail-system. Many trails in the Berlin Town Forest are multi-use and should 

be built, maintained and managed for all users of a given trail, prioritizing non-motorized use as 

required by the easement agreement (Appendix B: Easement Agreement). 

 

 

Vermont Trail System Resources (references updated April 2021) 

 

At a minimum, all trail construction and maintenance must meet the water quality 
standards found in the Acceptable Management Practices for Maintaining Water 
Quality on Logging Jobs in Vermont (publication available at 
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Management/Library/FullD
ocument-7.29.pdf)  

 

General and Multi-Use Trail Standards: 

● Trail Planning, Design, and Development Guidelines, by Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, Parks and Trails Division, 2007. 
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/trails_waterways/tgmanual/index.html 

● Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook - 2007 Edition. FHWA. 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/
07232806/index.cfm 

● Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS. 
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801_TrailFdml+TMO_Sec508_11-
14-16_150dpi.pdf 

● National Park Service, Guide to Sustainable Mountain Trails: Trail Assessment, 
Planning, and Design Sketchbook, September 2007. 
http://npshistory.com/publications/wilderness/trail-sketchbook-2007.pdf 
 

 

Cross-Country Ski Trails:  

● Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS. Pages 61-62. 
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801_TrailFdml+TMO_Sec508_11-
14-16_150dpi.pdf 

 

 

Hiking Trails: 

● The Federal Highway Administration’s Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook 
- 2007 Edition 
(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/
07232806/index.cfm) 
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● Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives. 2016. USFS. Pages 61-62. 
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-
management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801_TrailFdml+TMO_Sec508_11-
14-16_150dpi.pdf 

● Wetland Trail Design and Construction. 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/
01232833/toc.cfm 

 

Mountain Bike Trails:  

● Trail Solutions: IMBA's Guide to Building Sweet Singletrack. 2004. IMBA 
 

Snowmobile Trails: 

● VAST Guide for the Development of Snowmobile Trails: pdf at 
https://vtvast.org/Forms/2020/Trails%20Manual2019.pdf 

● VAST uses International Snowmobile Trail Guidelines and Signage Standards: 
http://www.snowmobilers.org/signal_guides/IASASignGuideline_july05.pdf 

 

General 

A long list of FHWA resources, guidance and manuals can be found at: 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/guidance/manuals.cfm 

American Trails is the leading national clearinghouse for trail information and provides 

additional professional resources: 

http://www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/index.html 

 

 

The Vermont Town Forest Trail Design Guide was developed as part of the Vermont Town 

Forest Recreation Planning Toolkit, an initiative of the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry 

Program, to provide general guidance for designing and developing trails in town forests and 

beyond.  These guidelines are best practices for developing trails that are physically, 

ecologically, and economically sustainable. 

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/pictures/Town_Forest_Toolkit/Implementation_

Pod/trail_design_guide.pdf 

 

The Vermont Town Forest Recreation Planning Natural Resource Guide is designed to assist 

municipalities in making informed decisions about recreational activities by providing a range of 

considerations in protecting, maintaining, and enhancing natural resources in town forests. The 

guide offers general recommendations regarding compatible uses and activities in various 

natural features, including seasonal considerations, buffers, and management considerations. 

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/pictures/tf_natural_resource_guide_revised_9_

23.pdf 
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APPENDIX F: VERMONT SNOWMOBILE LAWS 

 

The VAST website provides information about riding snowmobiles in Vermont.  Click on the 

“Ride in Vermont” tab. https://vtvast.org/ 

 

The Vermont Snowmobile Manual (2021) published by the Vermont Department of Motor 

Vehicles https://dmv.vermont.gov/sites/dmv/files/documents/VN-035-Snowmobile_Manual.pdf 

 

State of Vermont Snowmobile Statutes 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/23/029 
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